
…to the first newsletter of 2019, which is also available to download from my website.  I wish you all a very Happy New 
Year that will see us progress on the road to an independent Scotland #indyref2.  Much has happened since 
my last update at the end of November, mostly Brexit related.  This review highlights some of my 
work in this area along with other important issues affecting my constituents.  With all best wishes 

Brexit 

On the 10th of December the PM 
deferred the so-called “Meaningful 
Vote” on her deal for the UK exiting 
the EU.  In normal times pulling a 
vote on the most important issue 
facing the UK in decades would be 
a resignation matter.  That is why I 
asked later on this day if it was not 
time for her to resign.  

But these are not normal times and 
her attempt to avoid losing the vote 
proved fruitless as she was soundly 
defeated when it came back to the 
House on the 15th of January.  Her 
government has since survived a 
vote of no confidence.  A proposed 
“Plan B” - perpetuating Plan A - led 
to another “Meaningful Vote” on the 
29th of January.  This saw just two 
non-binding amendments being 
accepted.  In other words, there is 
no progress on the ongoing crises.

Settlement Scheme 

Having tabled a series of questions 
on Settled Status to the Home 
Office and raised the issue of its 
associated fees during PMQs, I 
welcome the PM’s announcement 
to scrap them.  This major climb-
down from a beleaguered PM, who 
is desperately clinging onto power, 

does not detract from the fact the 
UK Government are scrapping fees 
that should not have been imposed 
in the first place; or that they need 
to go further and end their hostile 
approach to immigration, which is 
creating uncertainty and instability 
for our fellow citizens.  How can the 
PM consider it fair that EU citizens 
- who have made the UK their 
home and greatly contributed to our 
economy, public services and 
communities - are being asked to 

apply for the status and rights they 
already have?  Every day the 
argument for devolving immigration 
powers to Scotland grows stronger.
#devolveimmigration

Healthcare (International 
Arrangements) Bill 

In the Third Reading of this Bill concerns 
were voiced across the House that 
reaching an agreement with the EU was 
becoming less likely. Thus, so too does 
the continuation of reciprocal 
healthcare arrangements that we 
currently enjoy.  I pointed out that a no-
deal scenario could see EU travel 
insurance premiums increase by 
between 10% and 20%; and the PM’s 
deal would notably reduce much 
needed health and social care staff 
from the EEA (European Economic 
Area).  Furthermore, if reciprocal 
arrangements end, and UK citizens 
return home for their treatment, the 
extra costs would run to about 
£1billion.  This is a far cry from the 
message on the side of a bus in 2016 
that said leaving the EU could fund our 
NHS.     

Universal Credit (UC) 

The response received to the Public 
Petition I presented to halt the rollout 
of UC in my constituency until the 
broken system is fixed, concluded: “we 
can see no reason to halt the rollout of 
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have repeatedly raised this issue in 
Parliament.  I asked for an urgent 
statement to be made after a 
harrowing constituency case had 
near tragic consequences.  The 
Secretary of State for Work and 
Pensions assured me on the 7th of 
January that there was no change 
to the plan to pilot 10,000 people 
on UC.  Yet, four days later the 
Minister for Employment 

announced some concessions that 
included: those in receipt of the 
Severe Disability Premium would 
not be moving to UC; those who 
had been moved would get 
transitional protection; legislation 
was for “piloting powers” only for 
the first 10,000 people who were 
migrated; and there was a 
reconsideration of the punitive two-
child cap.  These small changes 

are welcomed, but they 
acknowledge that the system is 
broken, and fail to address the 
hardship that 10,000 people and 
their families are already 
experiencing because of unfair Tory 
policy.  I will continue to argue for a 
full halt to migrations onto UC; and 
for a focus on fixing the system.          

Links between Parliament and the constituency

The Impact of UK Legislation  

The chemicals sector is a major employer in my constituency, with 60% of the sectors exports and 75% of its 
imports taking place with the EU.  The UK Government has tabled a Statutory Instrument to bring in legislation to 
replace REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals).  This is such a relevant and 
important issue that I have co-signed a request with Sue Hayman MP (Labour) to debate this in the House rather 
than in a committee.

Active in the constituency

A Huge Thank You 

Christmas celebrations may be just 
a memory, but I want to thank the 
constituents who contributed gifts to 
our Appeal on behalf of homeless 
youngsters.  We received enough 
presents for all the residents of 
Newlands House and Open Door, 
with surplus for any last minute 
admissions.  Thanks also to those 
who donated to the Christmas Card 
Appeal.  Your generosity made a 
difference to vulnerable youngsters. 

New Year Campaigning 

Great start to 2019 
campaigning alongside 
local SNP supporters 
against UC.  
Discussions make it 
clear that the only way 
to protect Scotland’s 
interests is by becoming 
an independent country.  I always find it refreshing to be back working in the 
constituency.  In January I enjoyed meeting some constituents in home and 
street surgery visits in addition to my two regular Advice Surgeries in the last 
weekend of the month.   

Diabetes 

On the 9th of January I contributed to a Diabetes Debate.  As a devolved issue 
health seldom features in my parliamentary work, but the diabetes problem is 
UK-wide, the fastest growing health threat of our time, and a critical public health 
matter.  The latest figures published by Diabetes UK show more than 3.5 million 
people in the UK were living with a diabetes diagnosis in 2016-17.  It affects 
around 23,500 people in my constituency, and rising levels of obesity contribute 
to its predicted increase.  The SNP’s ambition to halve childhood obesity in 
Scotland by 2030 is one reason the Scottish Government is consulting with the 
public, and food and retail industries, on restricting in-store marketing and the 
promotion of foods high in fat, sugar or salt, with little or no nutritional benefit.  
It’s an important initiative that will inform an assessment of impact and possible 
legislation.  Also, given the UK imports the majority of insulin and other diabetes 
medicines, I sought reassurances that those involved in guaranteeing their entry 
into the UK work together so that supply continues uninterrupted.


