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Welcome
…to my first newsletter of 2020 and another Parliamentary term. Parliament resumed on the 17th of December after 6 weeks of
dissolution due to the General Election. I am honoured to have been re-elected with a substantially increased majority and want
to thank my voters, campaign team and office staff for their support and hard work. Tory success beyond Scotland
poses new challenges for the SNP Westminster Team that we will work hard to overcome. With best wishes.

Westminster Update
Quick recap
I was unable to provide my usual bi-monthly Newsletter at the end of November as I was unelected at that time. Despite the festive
break and dissolution period the focus of my work in this place since my last update has been wide and varied - even discounting the
many complexities of Brexit - such as ongoing problems with Universal Credit and the Child Maintenance Service, UK Pension
injustice and Immigration Policy. However, due to the current global environmental crisis that we all face I focus on this issue below.
Climate Change
Glasgow is scheduled to host the 26th Conference of
the Parties, known as COP26, from the 9th to the 20th
of November. This is a major UN climate change
summit designed to produce an international
response to the climate emergency. It will be the
largest summit the UK has ever hosted, with up to
200 world leaders expected to attend for the final
weekend, and has been described as the most
important gathering on climate change since the Paris
agreement was signed in 2015.
It is fitting that this will take place in Scotland, given
our leadership on climate action, and in one of the
UK’s most sustainable cities. Scotland was one of the
first countries in the world to acknowledge the global
climate emergency and the Scottish Government has
already introduced the toughest targets in the UK to ensure our action matches the scale of our climate ambitions. Climate action is
a great example of devolved policy.
However, the Committee on Climate Change say Scotland’s ability to meet its world-leading targets is contingent on the UK
Government accepting their advice and using the relevant policy levers that are still reserved. So, there remains much to do at
Westminster.
Alongside other SNP MPs, I will continue to raise environmental issues and push the UK Government to match Scotland’s ambition in
these crucial matters and ensure there is no backsliding on environmental protections as a result of the UK leaving the EU.
That is why I challenged the Secretary of State for International Trade to agree that if we are serious about tackling climate change,
the ratification and implementation of the Paris agreement must be a precondition for any country that wishes to make a trade deal
with the United Kingdom. Unsurprisingly, her response was non-commital.
Watching Australia burn over the last weeks has been heartbreaking, but 4 million hectares of Siberian forest also burned a few
months ago, and there were fires in Greenland, Alaska and Canada. Fires on this scale are not normal. The ground itself is starting
to burn and it is being driven by climate change.
The UK Government must use its powers to act now to deliver for future generations and SNP MPs will continue to pursue it to
change its agenda in line with what is being done in Scotland.

Active in the constituency
Canvassing in the
Constituency
It was right to forecast
a general election on a
dreich, dark night
because that’s exactly
what happened on the
12th of December. This
meant even more than
usual canvassing in the constituency - at all hours and in all
weathers - that I’m sure reaped benefits given the substantial
increase in my majority.
However, delivering a strong group of SNP MPs at Westminster is
just one more (welcome) step in our fight for Scotland’s right to
decide its own future. The next step is convincing people that
independence is the only practical way forward for our country to
save us from the damage the Tories will continue to inflict.
Brexit, Constitutional Change and Independence
As of 11pm on the 31st of January,
we fell victim to the self-defeating
policy of “getting Brexit done” that
Boris Johnston and his cronies never
tired of bleating during the election
campaign. But the majority of
voters in Scotland never wanted to
leave the EU in the first place. The
majority of voters in Scotland
wanted to remain a part of the
European family of nations that they
were promised in 2014 could only

happen if they voted No. The EU get it. The singing of Auld Lang
Syne and the light left on for us says it all.
Now, of course, we are faced with the distinct probability that the
benefits we enjoyed as EU members, such as worker’s rights and
environmental protections, will disappear.
Having come this far in winning three successive parliamentary
elections on the commitment to give the people of Scotland the
choice a second independence referendum must be delivered.
The Scottish Parliament endorsed this cast-iron mandate and
Boris’ opposition to it will not hold.
Therefore, we cannot abandon hope of a different and better
future for Scotland. Because we care most about Scotland’s
interests it is common sense that we must be the ones who take
the decisions about them. We can only take those decisions as an
independent country.
In my last Newsletter I said the only way to win independence is
by convincing a majority of our fellow Scots that it is the right
future for our country through one-to one-conversations. This
stance was affirmed by the First Minister of Scotland when she
made her statement on Scotland’s future. By “persuading those
who are not yet persuaded” we can do our bit in achieving what
is undoubtably the best outcome for Scotland - independence!

Links between Parliament and the constituency
Falkirk’s Forgotten Villages
In my constituency 950 homes are affected by a grossly inflated
electricity tariff that is pushing people into food, as well as fuel,
poverty. I was recently alerted to the unaffordability of Scottish
Power’s tie-in tariff and was delighted to present a petition on
behalf of Falkirk’s Forgotten Villages campaign to support its fight
to #endfuelpoverty. In doing so I paid tribute to the efforts of
Slamannan’s Claire Mackie and Fiona Gordon, who have been
leading this campaign and garnered huge local support for action
to reduce the crippling energy costs imposed by Scottish Power;
and for Falkirk Council to find a solution to the ineffective heating
system that is currently installed. As energy is reserved the
petition called on the UK Government to liaise with Scottish Power
to resolve the issue in any way possible, to enforce accountability, and to consider legislation to cap energy prices. I will continue to do
all I can to assist this worthy cause.

