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Welcome
…to my 2nd Newsletter of 2021, which has an overall focus on the crucial upcoming Scottish Parliament election. I am a great advocate
of postal voting, and hope that many of you have taken advantage of this; allowing the casting of your vote with reduced risk from the
virus. Whichever way you vote though, remember Both Votes for SNP on May 6th means a smaller gap between the constituency and
list votes and the more likely we are to win a decisive pro-independence majority; turning Scotland’s right to choose in
a post-pandemic referendum into reality. Let’s secure that right to choose. Make it #BothVotesSNP for #indyref2

Westminster Update
Scotland’s Constitution
Scotland’s constitutional future has been central to recent Westminster proceedings. Starting with the
Internal Market Act - passed by the Westminster Parliament in December - that uses Brexit to weaken the
powers of the Scottish Parliament. This legislation allows UK Ministers to sabotage devolved powers
unilaterally and without consent; meaning our democratically elected Scottish Parliament, which voted
against this power grab by a huge majority, is ignored. It also threatens our NHS, risks our food standards,
and blunts our environmental protections. It means that the UK Government can intervene in key devolved
areas whenever it likes regardless of the democratic votes of the Scottish Parliament or the views of the
people of Scotland.
Then came Brexit, which Scotland didn’t vote for either. Findings recently published by the Office of National
Statistics revealed a plunge in UK exports and imports - with the UK's exit from the EU being a major contributory factor. The report clearly
highlights the devastating financial impact Brexit is having on the UK as a whole, but it's especially punishing for Scotland. For example, in
just one sector, fish and shellfish exports are down by 83%. Analysis from the European Commission also showed that Brexit will cost the
UK 2.25% of GDP by the end of 2022. There is no doubt that the Tories’ damaging Brexit deal has hit our economy hard and sacrificed
thousands of people’s livelihoods. Moreover, post-Brexit trade deals will further risk our NHS and intensify the power grab on the Scottish
Parliament. Therefore, the SNP used its Opposition Day on the 17th of March to challenge the UK Government over Brexit’s damaging
impact on Scotland's economy and businesses; and to set out ahead of May’s Holyrood election that Scotland has the right to choose its
own future. The full debate is available here: https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-03-17/debates/88689FFD-075C-4FB0-83DAE554F345F0D9/ScotlandGeneralElectionAndConstitutionalFuture
Now we face the UK Government’s integrated security, defence, development and
foreign policy review, which will cut military personnel and raise the UK’s nuclear arsenal
by more than 40%; adding 80 new Trident nuclear warheads to the stockpile on the River
Clyde. Increasing nuclear weapons trashes the UK’s commitment to the international
treaty on non-proliferation and, once again, opposes what the majority of the Scottish
population want. The SNP is clear - Nukes are strategically, morally and financially wrong.
The Commons Foreign Affairs Committee calculated the next generation of Trident could
cost up to £179 billion over its lifetime, with Scotland’s pro-rata share being at least £13.9
billion. We believe this money could be better used to improve healthcare and education, and build a better future for our children.
Additionally, we are still waiting for the UK Government to honour its 2014 referendum commitment - that over 12,500 military personnel
would be permanently based in Scotland. When I raised the issue of regular territorial incursions from Russia’s Navy and Air Force with the
PM, he gave a more than usual off point reply by referring to Trident. Doesn’t he know nuclear weapons are now banned under
international law? New nuclear weapons will not deter the biggest threats we now face: terrorism, cyber-attacks, climate crisis and
pandemics! The UK Government’s plan to increase nuclear stockpiles speaks volumes about its priorities. Compare the aggrandisement of
Trident with the SNP Scottish Government’s priorities: expanding free childcare; providing the Baby Box, Scottish Child Payment and free
school meals. In the same week as this statement was made Holyrood enshrined the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into Scots
Law. It is beyond doubt that the people of Scotland are best served by a government that prioritises bairns not bombs. We can do so much
better than the broken Westminster system.

Active in the constituency
Scottish Parliament Elections
With just 36 days until the Scottish Parliament elections take
place, I’m inviting you to join me campaigning online. This will
be an election like no other for different reasons. Primarily it
will be held as we, hopefully, begin to emerge from COVID-19
pandemic restrictions. However, right now hundreds of people
are still catching the virus everyday; meaning it is simply not
possible to campaign in the usual ways, like holding street
stalls and chapping doors, so we need to use new ways to
spread our message - not the virus. Campaigning online is an
effective and safe way to do this. Look here to find out how
you can help deliver #BothVotesSNP: https://www.snp.org/
news/ and https://www.yes.scot/take-action/

Online platforms also provide forums where “virtual hustings”
take place so you can still get to know, and put your questions
to, the candidates who will appear on your ballot paper. Keep
a lookout for online events being held.
This election is also critical because a pro-independence
majority in the Scottish Parliament removes any democratic
justification for a Westminster government to deny Scotland’s
right to choose. While the Tories desperately want to spin the
“once in a generation” argument to try to deny Scotland’s
voice, they conveniently forget that they signed up to the Smith
Commission - published after the 2014 referendum - that
explicitly stated Scottish democracy is not a one-time event.

Draft Independence Referendum Bill
On the 22nd of March the Scottish Government published a draft Independence
Referendum Bill, which will give people in Scotland the right to decide their own
future in a post-pandemic independence referendum. It proposes the same
question as used in 2014: “Should Scotland be an independent country?” with
No and Yes answers on the ballot paper. I wholeheartedly support both its
publication and the Scottish population having their say on it in a democratic
election. Our Covid recovery is the start of our future. For this reason, a postpandemic referendum is the perfect opportunity to put Scotland’s recovery in
Scotland’s hands. The Scottish Government is committed to a referendum that is
beyond legal challenge; ensuring it is properly recognised here in Scotland, and
crucially, by the international community - including the EU. A referendum is
within our reach – but only if we vote for it. #BothVotesSNP

Links between Parliament and the constituency
Misaligned border policies
Just in case there wasn’t enough evidence that Scotland can do a better job of taking care
of itself, during a Covid-19 Health statement earlier this month I called for tighter measures
to control the import of new variants of concern. The 33 countries on UK Government’s
“red list” does not include some who harbour the South African or Brazilian variant - not
to mention new emerging strains. You might remember that one person had to be sought
out by Public Health England when they went off the radar after testing positive with the
Brazilian one. The Scottish Government has gone further than the UK Government’s
quarantine hotel scheme, requiring those coming from all overseas countries to enter
managed quarantine. SAGE has said the UK Government’s approach is not working and
must go further. The Scottish Government has followed the science and done what is
possible within its power, but this falls short of allowing new strains into Scotland from
elsewhere in the UK. Countries that have taken effective international quarantine steps
are now benefiting from reopening their economies and, most importantly, saving lives.
Matt Hancock thought a UK-wide approach would be best and looked “forward to … when
we are able to have an aligned policy” implying that we should fall in line with them. The
best thing we can do is become independent and take full control over our own borders.
Yet another reason for #BothVotesSNP for #indyref2
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REMEMBER
• Both votes for the SNP in May’s
election will give the people of
Scotland - not Boris Johnson - the
right to decide Scotland’s future;
• Every single vote counts towards
protecting that right;
• We - not Boris Johnson - must
determine what kind of post-Covid
recovery suits Scotland;
• #BothVotesSNP will re-elect Nicola
Sturgeon to steer that recovery.

