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Welcome
…to my third newsletter of 2019. Brexit features less this time because there has been no progress since my last update - only more
talk & resignations! It has really caused so much Parliamentary work to be hindered; and the resulting Tory leadership contest will
have an added negative affect on business as usual. The great EU election result and launch of the Referendums
(Scotland) Bill are welcome features in this update though - both setting out Scotland’s stall. With best wishes.

Westminster Update
Brexit
The Prime Minister (PM) has paid a high
price for her stance on the UK leaving
the EU. Yet Theresa May leaves behind
the Brexit mess and real concerns about
the prospect of a hardline Brexiteer
dragging us out of the EU without a
deal on the 31st of October - which is
the current default position. However,
the result from the 23rd of May is clear
and Scotland has spoken - we are not
for Brexit.

European Elections
Not strictly “Westminster” of course
but the EU Election results sent a strong
message to the UK Government and all
parliamentarians. The SNP achieved a
fantastic and historic result in winning 3
out of 6 available seats for Scotland the first party ever to hold 50% of EU
Scottish seats. 37.9% was also the
highest vote share within the UK … and
across Western Europe! And 30, out of
the 32 councils in Scotland, declared a
win for the SNP. Close to home, Falkirk
saw 18,102 votes for the SNP out of the
42,134 cast - nearly 43%; and out of the

Referendums (Scotland) Bill
50,572 votes cast in West Lothian 20,132
were for the SNP - nearly 40%. I would
like to say a huge thank you to all of
those who campaigned and voted for
the SNP in this election, both across the
constituency and Scotland, as it helped
to deliver a brilliant result for the SNP
as well as send a strong message to
Westminster, Europe and the rest of the
world: Scotland’s for Europe.
Parliamentary Debates
Matters that lie within the responsibility
of the UK Government are debated in
the Commons and Westminster Hall.
Since becoming your MP I have taken
part in many of these, some being an
opportunity for backbenchers to put
forward motions for consideration and
cross-party consensus. This year I have
learned and spoken about a range of
topics - from issues arising from leaving
the EU to the franchising of Crown Post
Offices - that have a bearing on my
constituency. I was recently privileged
to participate in the Acquired Brain
Injury debate where I found out about
the traumatic affects these injuries can
have and the great work being carried
out by the West Lothian Community
Rehabilitation and Brain Injury Service
(CRABIS). For more information about
this impressive organisation see the
Links between Parliament and the
Constituency section that is included in
this newsletter.

On the 29th of May the First Minister
and Michael Russell MSP set out rules
for an independence referendum that
will let Scottish people choose our own
future, instead of the imposition of a
Brexit future. Mr Russell, the Cabinet
Secretary for Government Business and
Constitutional Relations, then updated
the Scottish Parliament on Scottish
Government plans for cross party talks
and a Citizens’ Assembly. Nicola
Sturgeon also responded to Sajid Javid who said if he became PM he would
not allow a Scottish independence
referendum - by pointing out a majority
of Scots, supporters and opponents of
independence alike, won’t accept being
told by a Tory PM that we are not
‘allowed’ to choose our own future.

Active in the constituency
Working on behalf of constituents
A large and extremely important proportion of
my work as an MP - and that of my staff - is
making enquires and trying to resolve
difficulties that my constituents are
experiencing with a myriad of organisations.
Of course, there are no guarantees that I will
be successful working on their behalf and
some issues can take lengthy periods, even
years, to get a resolution. Just one success
story can make all the efforts worthwhile
though, especially when I see victims who have fell foul of
sophisticated scams get recompense from banks. I recently
had such a resolution following contact with the Financial
Ombudsman due to new rules being published by the
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) that allows victims of
Authorised Push Payment (APP) fraud to complain to the
payment services provider (PSP) receiving their payment. Such
scams happen when customers are conned into sending
payments to a fraudulent account that they believe is
legitimate. PSPs are often banks that hold the accounts of
either the victim or fraudster. More details about the new
rules, which came into force on the 31st of January 2019 can be

found at: https://www.fca.org.uk/news/pressreleases/fca-introduces-new-rules-handlingcomplaints-about-authorised-push-paymentfraud. It now means that the receiving PSP, as
well as the sending PSP, are obliged to handle
complaints in line with previous complaints
handling rules in the FCA Handbook. Victims
can refer their complaints to the Financial
Ombudsman Service if they are unhappy with
any outcome. Beware, however, that not all
banks have yet signed up to the code.
Settled Status for EU nationals
New statistics show just one in seven EU nationals living in
Scotland has applied for settled status after Brexit. Under the
scheme people living in Scotland who come from another EU
country must prove their identity, show they live here and
declare any criminal convictions. Whether or not we get a
Brexit deal the UK Government has indicated EU citizens will
have to apply for the scheme by the 31st of December 2020.
Given that one in four small Scottish employers has at least
one employee from the EU, with more in key industries, I urge
all EU nationals to apply to preserve their right to remain here.

Links between Parliament and the constituency
Early Day Motion
(EDM)
I had the pleasure of
presenting Barbara
and Allan Waddell, of
The Kilt Studio in
Bathgate, with a
commemorative copy
of an EDM I had
tabled in Westminster
in recognition of the
couple being chosen
as joint Chieftains of
this year’s 47th West
Lothian Highland
Games, as well as their commitment to the Scout Movement
and various other organisations within West Lothian. Both
the local community and I are extremely grateful for all their
hard work and unfaltering commitment over many years, not
just to their own business, but also to the wider community.

CRABIS
I wish to
pay tribute
to some of
the local
work being
undertaken
in my area
by CRABIS.
This is a
partnership between NHS Lothian and West Lothian Council, which
provides multi-disciplinary assessment and rehabilitation in a home or
community setting to those over 16 years who have an acquired brain
injury and/or a physical disability. It also provides follow up and early
intervention as required to those who have suffered a mild head
injury. The service's core aim is to improve an individual's level of
function, independence, participation in and quality of life. The
CRABIS team comprises occupational and speech & language
therapists, physiotherapists, rehabilitation assistants and clinical
psychologists. Their model is being exemplified within Scotland as
good practice. If required they can be contacted on 01506 774046.

