
Welcome 
…to the first newsletter of what will become a regular feature that gives a roundup of how I have been working for you 
over the past month. It has been sent to you as an SNP member living in my constituency. It will also 
soon be available as a download in my website.  I hope you find it to be informative and helpful. With 
all best wishes 

The potential effects of Brexit continues 
to dominate Parliament's agenda. Here 
are some examples from November  
that show how I have been underlining 
the impact it will have on Scotland and 
its prospects after the UK leaves the 
European Union.    

Aviation sector uncertainty 

I asked the Transport Minister what 
steps were being taken to help the 
aviation sector prepare for the UK 
leaving the EU. I called attention to the 
lack of certainty this industry faces, 
despite the PM's Draft Agreement on 
the UK's withdrawal from the EU. With 
the post-Brexit relationship still to be 
negotiated and the risk of no deal 
increasing, I further asked the Minister 
to confirm whether aviation agreement 
talks had begun; and when they would 
conclude. He stated that discussions 
"continue and both sides have a strong 
interest in reaching a deal". This 
language only confirms the continuing 
uncertainty as "strong interest" gives 
no guarantees to the industry and all 
who work in it, nor to everyone who 
uses it for travel. 

Healthcare in the EU 

In the debate about the Healthcare 
(International Arrangements) Bill I 
highlighted that Brexit threatens the 
healthcare of UK citizens in the EU; and 

is another example of why it is not 
worth the cost. It also threatens the 
healthcare rights of EU nationals 
currently living in the UK - on top of the 
threat to their residency. I pointed out 
that if UK nationals living in the EU had 
to return here for treatment it would 
put added pressure on the NHS, which 
is also losing EU nationals currently 
working in the UK. I urged for the 
reciprocal arrangements that we 
currently experience under 
the European 
Health 
Insurance 
Card to 
continue. 

Other ongoing 
issues have not been 
forgotten. For example, the distress 
caused by Tory policies, other than 
Brexit, and the indiscriminate use of 
fireworks is widespread. That is why I 
raised these issues this month.  

Public sale of fireworks 

Following numerous constituent 
complaints about the distress caused to 
people and animals by fireworks, on 
the 5th of November I wrote to the 
Minister for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy asking if there were 
plans to amend the regulations on their 
sale and use. I was advised there are 
not. I followed this up by presenting a 

Public Petition and participating in a 
debate about the issue. Here I drew 
attention to the fact that most of the 
complaints I receive are noise related 
and do not break current regulations. 
However, the maximum decibel level 
of fireworks that the general public can 
purchase is 120. In comparison this 
exceeds the 100 decibels emitted from 
a jet take-off measured at 305 metres; 

and the 110 decibels that I am 
told is the average human 

pain threshold. 
Therefore, I asked 

for this issue to be 
reconsidered. I 

proposed that 
organised fireworks displays 

and the sale of silent fireworks to the 
general public would solve most of the 
noise problems, allow pet owners to 
make suitable arrangements for the 
times of organised displays, and let 
police and local authorities focus on 
such matters as the dangerous misuse 
of fireworks and their unlicensed sale. 

Universal Credit 

Notwithstanding the early stage of 
Universal Credit's roll-out in my 
constituency, casework has evidenced 
that it is causing immense distress to 
many people. The greatest concern is 
the reduction in benefits and the lack of 
income during the assessment period, 
but many people also report that when
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they move from Employment and Support 
Allowance, determinations of limited 
capability for work are not transferring, 
which  causes great and undue distress. 
Additionally, terminally ill claimants now 
have to upload their own DS1500 forms 
instead of third parties being able to act 
on their behalf. I raised a Public Petition 
from my constituents that I fully endorse. 
It declares the roll-out of Universal Credit 

will have a devastating impact on 
communities across the district and will 
lead to increased foodbank usage and 
financial misery for some of the most 
vulnerable people. It requests that the 
House of Commons urges the 
Department of Work and Pensions to 
halt the roll out of Universal Credit in the 
Grangemouth, Bathgate and Falkirk 
areas and fix it without delay.

Remembrance Day Commemorations  

This month I was honoured to be able 
to attend some of the ceremonies 
taking place throughout the 
constituency that paid tribute to the 
brave men and women who lost their 
lives during wartime. These were 
particularly poignant in this historic 

centenary year.  I was also privileged to 
read Psalm 46 at the service held in 
Abbotsgrange Church.  I would like to 
extend my deep appreciation to 
everyone involved in all the acts of 
remembrance that took place across the 
constituency. 

SNP Day of Action 

There was a good turnout of volunteers 
for the SNP National Day of Action 
around the country. I want to thank the 
teams who were out across the 
constituency, and to the local residents 
who took the time to chat and discuss 
their thoughts and concerns. Many 

great local conversations were held, 
with no surprises in the subject choices: 
Brexit; Tory induced chaos; Austerity; 
and independence. People can well 
remember 2014, when Scotland was 
promised that a No vote would mean 
staying in the EU. Yet we are now on 
the brink of being dragged out of EU 
against our will, with no regard for 
suggested compromises to remain in 
the Single Market and the Customs 
Union. Whatever the final Brexit 
outcome is, the complete failure of the 
UK Government to respect Scotland’s 
democratic will is the greatest 
illustration of the case for 
independence.

A link between Parliament and the constituency
3rd Bo'ness Scout Group visits 
Parliament 

I met this group of youngsters when 
they took part in UK Parliament Week, 
which is a week-long series of 
activities that aims to inspire interest 
in the UK's democratic system and 
institutions.  I was proud to wear one 
of their neckers as I presented a public 
petition from my constituents on the 
adverse affects of the rollout of the UK 
Government's Universal Credit.
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